Karnataka influence was very great until the decline
of Vijayanagara* Since then under the Mysore State it
has lived an independent existence. The unification of
Karnataka to which the politicians of India are giving
much attention will bring into the field of political life
a great power and a great province. A united Karnataka
as a part of self-governing India will hold a great position
in the future.

The political and cultural history of Karnataka has
been one of the most important subjects for all South
Indians and there is very great need for its proper
presentation to the public. I am happy that my friend
Mr. Ranganath S. Mugali, M.A.,B.T., of the Deccan Education
Society has shouldered this great burden and produced an
English work which is now published. Mr. Mugali is one
of the best known of the modern teachers of Kannada,
our language, and is one of the best equipped for
presenting Karnataka and its culture to the English-know-
ing world. Through this work of his, Karnataka will, I am
sure, gain a popular place among the learned in the
immediate future of India.
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